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social and cultural interest chat orchards did. Communities 
gathered around orchards. Orchard heritage days were 
numerous. Community orchard groups sprang up like weeds. 
Why? What makes orchards so compelling? And what impact 
does chis have on the public understanding and participation in 
environmental conservation? 

There are many answers co these questions, but I chink the 
idea of orchards as architecture helps to elucidate some answers, 
because it is chis quality oflived-in-ness chat distinguishes 
chem, the ways in which they create a social and cultural space 
for people co inhabit. Orchards have chis quality, because we 
have made them that way and because they have this particular 
longevity in the scope of our relationship with agricultural 
planes. Orchards give us the idea of environmental conservation 
mapped onto historical preservation. 

Bue as with all architecture, once the structure is created, it 
begins to shape itself, and to shape us, too. Our living spaces 
are not limited to buildings with walls and a roo£6 To think of 
orchards as architecture, we begin to ask, how do we live with 
these trees, and how do they live with us? In a world where 
we must ask ever more urgent questions about how to inspire 
people to live more intentionally alongside our natural resources 
and environments, we might learn something by chinking 
about the reciprocal relationship of humans and organisms 
entwined in the architecture of orchards. � 
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